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Exported jobs, illegal timber
EUTR implementation report fails to tackle loophole on printed products
The implementation report of the EU Timber Regulation (EUTR) published yesterday is a
missed opportunity. It does not recommend the inclusion of printed products strongly enough
in the regulation’s scope.
Marco Mensink, CEPI Director General: “Not including printed products in the scope is
wrong. Products printed and produced in Europe comply with EU law to be proven legal.
Products printed outside Europe do not have to comply at all. This is very odd, as the risks of
illegal logging are much larger in the regions exempted. The EU promotes printing outside
Europe and exports jobs. We fail to understand why”.
Beatrice Klose, INTERGRAF Secretary General: “Illegal logging damages the reputation of
printed products and the European Union must ensure that all products on the European
market are safe from illegal logging. The only way to do this is to include printed products in
the scope of the European Timber Regulation.”
The annex of the EUTR contains a list of timber and timber products under the scope of the
regulation, but does not contain products under chapter 49 of the Combined Nomenclature
i.e. printed products. This is inconsistent and should have been addressed more clearly in
the report. CEPI and INTERGRAF urge the Commission once again to amend the annex of
the EUTR and include products under the chapter 49 of the Combined Nomenclature.
In 2014 the volume of trade in printed products imports into the EU amounted to €3 billion.
This greatly impacts our European industry from a competitive perspective. The noninclusion of printed products will lead to circumvention: There is a risk that illegally-logged
wood is traded to countries with less stringent rules on legality, before being traded to the
EU.
Furthermore the paper and printing industries see a need for consistent enforcement among
Member States and clearer guidance. However, the Commission’s vague reference to a
possible expansion of the product scope is disappointing.
For more information, please contact
• Ulrich Leberle, CEPI Raw Material Director at u.leberle@cepi.org or
• Laetitia Reynaud, Intergraf Policy Advisor on Economic and Environmental Issues at
lreynaud@intergraf.eu

Note to the Editor
CEPI aisbl - The Confederation of European Paper Industries
The Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI) is a Brussels-based non-profit organisation regrouping
the European pulp and paper industry and championing industry’s achievements and the benefits of its products.
Through its 18 member countries (17 European Union members plus Norway) CEPI represents some 505 pulp,
paper and board producing companies across Europe, ranging from small and medium sized companies to multinationals, and 920 paper mills. Together they represent 23% of world production. More at www.cepi.org

INTERGRAF
Intergraf represents 22 national printing federations in 20 countries in Europe. Intergraf's main task is to promote
and protect the interests of the printing and related industries, working with the European Institutions, and to
enhance the sector's competitiveness through lobbying, informing and networking. More at www.intergraf.eu

