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TEST EXEMPTIONS NOW INCLUDED IN DEINKING SCORECARD
The recently-revised deinkability scorecard by the European Recovered Paper Council
(ERPC) now includes an annex listing exemptions to the deinkability test. With this annex, the
widely-used deinkability scorecard takes account of those printing technologies and material
combinations that are sure to deliver good deinkability results, based on past experiences.
Testing remains a requirement for processes and material combinations for which there is not
enough experience on their deinkability behaviour. The annex will be subject to future
revisions based on new data.
“The ERPC approach to deinkability, i.e. by testing and assessing results with a scorecard on
the one hand and by exempting certain paper / printing technology combinations on the other
hand is an effective way to secure high quality recycling while being cost-effective for the
producers of printed products” says Henri Vermeulen, ERPC Chairman.
Recent suggestions that the European Commission would not extend EU Ecolabel for tissue
paper and newsprint among others give reason to believe that other paper-related Ecolabels
are also under threat. These could include the Ecolabel on printed paper products, where
deinkability is one criterion. “Deinking is an important part of the recycling process and
therefore a key issue for the sustainability of printed paper products. The EU Ecolabel is a
strong supporter of their recycling and their recyclability. We urge policymakers to recognise
the tangible value of the EU Ecolabel” says Ulrich Leberle, ERPC secretary.
The new deinking scorecard is available at:
http://www.paperforrecycling.eu/publications/erpc-publications
For more information, please contact the ERPC Secretariat, Ulrich Leberle, at
+32 2 627 49 23, +32 479 90 59 21, erpc@cepi.org or visit www.paperforrecycling.eu
Notes to Editor:
•

The European Recovered Paper Council (ERPC) was set up as an industry self-initiative in
November 2000 to monitor progress towards meeting the paper recycling targets set out in the
2000 European Declaration on Paper Recycling. Since then the commitments in the
Declaration are renewed every five years. In 2001 the ERPC committed itself to meeting and
maintaining both a voluntary recycling rate target of 70% in the EU27 plus Switzerland and
Norway by 2015 as well as qualitative targets in areas such as waste prevention, ecodesign,
and research and development. In 2016, Members of the ERPC are ACE, CEPI, CITPA,
EMFA, ERPA, ETS, FEPE, INGEDE and INTERGRAF. Supporters are Afera, EuPIA, FINAT
and RADTECH Europe. The European Commission, DG Environment and DG Grow, are
permanent observers to the ERPC.
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