












The data used to calculate the recycling rate is collected by CEPI 
(Confederation of European Paper Industries). It comes from the 
questionnaire sent by CEPI to its national member associations 
in 18 countries (Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Finland, 
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
and the United Kingdom). National associations supply the data, 
collected from their member mills and companies as well as 
official sources where appropriate. 

The data in this report includes paper for recycling utilisation 
and trade plus paper and board production, trade and 
consumption for non-CEPI members of the EU-28 (Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Greece, Ireland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg and Malta) and Switzerland. This data  
is obtained from Pöyry Consulting. 

After submission to CEPI, the data may be adjusted by the 
source, in particular the trade data obtained from customs 
authorities. CEPI takes the adjustments into account, with 
the figures being considered as final and published in the 
subsequent report, e.g. 2015 figures in this report. 

Following this rigorous process, the 2015 recycling rate has 
been confirmed at 71.9% as opposed to the initially lower  
figure of 71.5%. 

For certain countries1, the calculation of the mass of recycled 
paper and board based on paper for recycling utilisation and net 
trade has not produced a result considered to adequately reflect 
reality. Consequently, recycling in these cases has  
been based on actual paper and board collection  
for the specific purpose of recycling.  
Other countries2 have adjusted their  
paper and board consumption figures.  
All historical annual recycling  
rates have been recalculated  
based on the revised  
calculation methodology. 
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CEPI has commissioned an external verification of the recycling 
rate calculation since 2000 (see Assurance Reports 2011-2015 
by EY, 2006 - 2010 by PricewaterhouseCoopers and 2000-2005 
by Pöyry in the respective Annual Reports). 

For the ongoing five-year period, CEPI has decided to work  
with Deloitte to further improve data quality. As an annual 
exercise, data quality will be assessed using a method  
recently adopted by the European Commission for organisation 
and product environmental footprints. Specifically, this 
will cover geographical representativeness, time-related 
representativeness, completeness and the uncertainty 
parameter. CEPI will publish the assessment  
results on its public website.
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Data obtained from  
Pöyry Consulting

Data collected by  
CEPI members
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Supporters

www.finat.comwww.eupia.orgwww.afera.com www.radtech-europe.com

Signatories

www.cepi.org

www.intergraf.eu

www.citpa-europe.org

www.beveragecarton.eu

www.europeantissue.com
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EUROPEAN ENVELOPE MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATION 

European Paper Recycling Council (EPRC)
c/o CEPI aisbl
Avenue Louise 250
Box 80
B-1050 Brussels
Tel: +32 2 627 49 23
Fax: +32 2 646 81 37
eprc@cepi.org
www.paperforrecycling.eu

Printed on recycled paper carrying the EU Ecolabel with 
vegetable-based inks formulated without mineral oils.

This is a durable and recyclable paper product.  
When you no longer need it, please recycle it. 

The European Paper Recycling Council (EPRC) was set up as an 
industry self-initiative in November 2000 to monitor progress 
towards meeting the paper recycling targets set out in the  
2000 European Declaration on Paper Recycling. Since then  
the commitments in the Declaration have been renewed every 
five years.

The EPRC committed itself to meeting both a voluntary recycling 
rate target of 74% in the EU-27 plus Switzerland and Norway 
by 2020 as well as qualitative targets in areas such as waste 
prevention, ecodesign, and research and development.


